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Södra confirms that Stora Enso will be among the first buyers of sulphate lignin from its 
upcoming facility in Mönsterås. This follows Södra’s significant investment earlier this year 
to establish the first commercial sulphate lignin plant in Sweden, which will also be the 
largest of its kind globally. The plant is expected to be operational by 2027. 

This agreement follows an earlier announcement where Södra signed its first deal to 
supply sulphate lignin from the new Mönsterås factory to UPM. The factory will play a 
pivotal role in advancing the supply of renewable lignin materials, expected to be crucial in 
various industrial applications. 

Stora Enso has spent the past decade developing expertise in lignin, operating its own 
pilot facility for battery materials. The company sees great potential in lignin and now 
seeks an external supply source. As demand for sustainable materials grows, lignin’s 
applications continue to expand rapidly. 

A key application for lignin lies in Stora Enso’s Lignode technology, which could replace 
fossil-based anode materials in both lithium-ion and sodium-ion batteries. This makes it a 
vital component in sustainable electronics manufacturing and various forms of energy 
storage. Lignin is the second most common polymer in nature, after cellulose, and appeals 
to companies like Stora Enso due to its renewable nature, lower carbon footprint, and 
biodegradability. 

Södra, with access to forest raw materials through its 50,000 members who manage 
family forests, complements Stora Enso’s experience in lignin applications. Södra also 
offers scalability, with the potential to produce up to 250,000 tons of sulphate lignin 
annually if the technology is applied across all three of its pulp mills.(Ls23924) 

 


